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NEWwS & EVENTS

STYLE & LIVING

Light-Switch Mystery Solved

he controversy over a seemingly useless
light switch has finally been resolved after
months of dispute and conjecture.

Residents and visitors alike have long
debated whether the light switch served some
purpose, electrical or otherwise, or whether the
switch was the unintended by-product of a
drunken contractor’s job gone awry.

“In the beginning | thought it had to have
been put there for a reason,” said former resident
Brian Kumnick, who had initially believed that
the switch controlled the gas fireplace situated
immediately to its left. “But I later concluded that
there’s no point to it. It’s entirely meaningless.”

Others found the idea of a pointless light
switch too unsettling to accept. Max Heilbron,
a regular visitor to the apartment, insisted that
the light switch must have been designed and
created by an intelligent being with an explicit
purpose in mind.

“There ain’t no way a light switch just
comes along by some kind of funny accident,”
said Heilbron with an uncharacteristic Southern
drawl. “Folks, that’s just a fancy new flavor for
your granpappy’s poppycock.”

The light switch, located in the living room
on the western end of the northern wall, had
been flipped to the on—as well as off—
position many times with no discernible change
in the apartment whatsoever.

“It was as though the
the conventional rules
and effect.”

“It was as though the light switch defied the
conventional rules regarding cause and effect,”
said Eugene Park, a current resident of the
apartment. “‘Is this some sort of quantum light
switch?’ | would frequently ask myself and, less
frequently, ask others. ‘Does it turn on a bizarro
lamp in some parallel bizarro universe where a
bizarro version of me is enjoying the notably
unbizarre illumination it provides?’”

Speculation on the nature and function of
the light switch ended when fellow resident

SEEING THE LIGHT: Apartment residents Chris
Crane (top) and Eugene Park solve the mystery
of the light switch.

Chris Crane realized that the mystery switch
operated an outdoor light located above the
door to the fire escape. He made the discovery

light switch defied

regarding cause

late one night when eating a quesadilla on the
fire escape while simultaneously looking up.

Crane, 26, remained modest about his find.
“It was just a lucky accident,” said Crane. “Like
with penicillin. This is a lot like discovering
penicillin.”

Both Crane and Park had been out on the
fire escape countless times before one of them
noticed the outdoor light.

“It took us fifteen months,” Crane beamed,
“but we can finally put this mystery out to stud.”

Overheard in the Apariment

LARA FLYNN BOYLE IS A BONY PIECE OF SHIT

Eugene: Lara Flynn Boyle has turned into kind of a bony piece of shit.
Chris: (surprised) | can’'t imagine you saying “fat piece of shit.”
Eugene: She’s the thin equivalent of a fat piece of shit.

Chris: What?
Eugene: You don't agree?

Chris: | don’t even know how to agree with that.
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This Shirt Again?

What goes around comes around in the world of fashion

V¥ On Eugene

Jockey classic boxers, $17

ike the stock market, fashion is cyclical.

A desirable asset now may endure a
bearish period later, possibly one that
comes on the heels of a rather sudden
“correction” thrusting it abruptly out of
popular favor. But before you forsake
your lot of has-beens for their au courant
counterparts, remember this simple truism:
today’s passé is tomorrow’s retro vogue.

With this principle in mind, fashion iconoclast
Chris Crane regularly challenges received
wisdom regarding sartorial term limits. Every
morning, rather than browse through his
closet of as-yet-unworn garments, Crane
looks to the pile of clothing on the floor for
his day’s attire. From there he routinely
retrieves what has become his second skin:
a “Rats Off to Ya!” T-shirt depicting a
hand-drawn anthropomorphic rat cordially
doffing his hat to the observer.

“What works on Tuesday will work on
Wednesday,” said Crane. “Whao’s to say
what shirt should be on whom on what
days? Well, | do. On me. Any which day.”

Like a Warhol with images or a Moby with
hypnotic down-tempo beats, Crane employs
repetition liberally but not without scrupulous
calculation. “Every morning I'm like a mad
Danish prince,” Crane laughed. “Hesitation.
Deliberation. It's a whole process.”

The process in question involves a rigorous
smell-check of the ROTY shirt and a fore-
cast of the people he may interact with
later in the day. Treatment with deodorant
spray is an optional step, one that can
boost the shirt's chances of passing the
odor test. The shirt is examined for egre-
gious stains; inconspicuous blemishes are
scrubbed lightly with a touch of saliva and
a fingernail.

Ultimately the step most critical to the
procedure is introspection. Is today a “Rats
Off to Ya” sort of day? “Sometimes it's not,”
said Crane. “But usually, yeah—it is.”

Achewood “Good With
Computers” T-Shirt, $18

» Kitchen Couture

Who was that seen walking around the kitchen
last month in a pair of plaid boxers? That was
Eugene Park of Eugene’s bedroom, located in
the heart of the fashionable west side of the
apartment.

Rarely has preparing a morning pot of coffee
occasioned such a distinctive expression of
simple chic. By combining modest elements to
form a stylized ensemble, he

takes underwear to ready-

to-wear with an enviable

air of nonchalance.

Barbasol shaving cream, $1
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NEWwS & EVENTS

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Clubs

(continued from page 1)

that will likely end the following week when
the fun of a week earlier is just a memory.

The residents have founded and then
joined over thirty-two clubs in recent months,
including the Classic Movie Club and the Hip
Rectangular Eyeglasses Collective. Most of the
clubs established by the residents have a
widespread appeal capable of wooing both
Crane and Park into their folds.

“Eugene and | have co-founded a number of
apartment organizations,” said Crane. “And I’'m
proud to say, as co-president of many of
those groups, that more than half of them boast
memberships that include one hundred percent
of the inhabitants of 1355 Valencia Apartment 6.”

While it may seem that there is a club for
every interest, some in the apartment complain
that certain desirable groups have gone
unformed. Notably there is no club to meet to
talk about basic things such as who is supposed
to take out the trash.

“We do have an organization in charge of
cleaning the house in general,” said Crane.
“But Eugene’s the only member. Chump.” m

Eric Saxon contributed to this article.

Too Far Away
(continued from page 1)

It did not take long for Saxon to corroborate
Crane and Park’s results.

Immediately after arriving at the residence
with a case of Tecate, Saxon found that none of
the twenty-four beers were ever sufficiently
close to him throughout his stay at the apartment
unless someone other than himself went to the
refrigerator and delivered one to him.

“Too far away indeed,” said Saxon. “There’s
something about this place that seems to distend
space itself.”

Once fully aware of the idiosyncratic
properties their apartment possessed, the residents
resolved to curb the frequent whining that
each employed to coax the other into fetching
far-off things for him. In addition, the two

By Chadd

ello again, raver-

faves! It’'s that
time again. Ha ha, you
know how | rave.
Where was 1? Oh yeah,
I was just about to do
you all a favor and
hook you up with a
dose of that rave/fave

flavor! That’s right, it’s
time for me to let you
shitheads [omiT] know what’s ravin’ and favin’
in this part of the 94110!

Here are some items sent in by all y’all
readerz, randomly selected and analyzed for
rave-osity and fave-itude...

1. RAVE OR FAVE: CENSORSHIP
What? You know it’s all about freedom of
speech in the thirteen fizzy-fizz! To all you
government potato-partners [?] out there who
want to silence the faves by ravin’ on the
favemeister, | say, “Rave My Lips: No Ravin’
My Faves!” [NOT SURE WHAT THIS MEANS]

2. RAVE OR FAVE: BOSSES

Bosses? How am | supposed to rave my
faves with topics like this? C’mon, kids: more
favin’ the faves, less ravin’ your raves [PLEASE
CLARIFY]. You know what | think of bosses,
dogg: no faves no raves! [WHAT DO YOU MEAN
BY THIS cHADD] Chris and Eugene can rave
my faves! [OK SEE US IN OUR OFFICE CHADD]

Everyone’s Favorite Fave-Raver Chadd
Rates and Ranks the Newest Favorites

EDITOR’S NOTE: Due to the fact that
Chadd has failed once again to produce
a “Raves and Faves” feature in which
the point of the feature is at all dis-
cernible, this column has been suspended
indefinitely.

As for Chadd, his behavior of late
has been entirely unacceptable. Over
the past few weeks, Chadd has consis-
tently and repeatedly demonstrated his
contempt for any and all authority. On
numerous occasions he has even gone
so far as to invite us and others to “rave
his faves,” often accompanying this
suggestion with an outthrust pelvis and
a lewd joggling designed to eliminate
any confusion regarding the identity of
the “faves” in question.

Things really came to a head last
week when he made photocopies of his
so-called faves and passed them out to
the entire staff. Before doing so, he
wrote the word “Rave” on one fave and
“These” on the other. It really became a
problematic work environment, and the
decision to let Chadd go was the only
sensible thing to do.

All of us here at 1355 Valencia
Apartment 6 would just like to put this
behind us, and forget about Chadd and
his awful, hairy faves.

decided to utilize their newfound insight to
shed light on some past experiences that they
may have misinterpreted.

Crane recalled various incidents in which he
developed an urge to urinate while watching TV
but resisted the impulse because he perceived the
distance to the bathroom to be “disproportionate
to the urgency of the situation” and therefore
“not worth trekking over.”

“l used to think that maybe I
was being a tad lazy,” said Crane.
“But now | know better.”

Park also waxed stoic after reflecting on his
tenancy in the apartment.

“Like most people my age, I’ve got hopes
and aspirations for my life, both personal and
professional,” said Park. “But since 1’ve moved
into this apartment, my dreams seem farther
away than ever. | guess now | know why.” m

CAN YOU HAND ME THAT? Residents and guests of the apartment
notice that mobile phones and cans of Tecate are among the
items that can be out of reach at times.

4 1355 Valencia Apartment 6 Newsletter * December 2005

Chris Crane’s Film Corner

By Eugene Park

TAKING LIVES

In this Hollywood thriller, Angelina Jolie is an
FBI profiler on loan to the Montreal police
department who is assigned to track down a
serial killer. I could tell Crane had lost interest
in the movie when he got up to make a que-
sadilla for the second time. He left the room for
a good twenty minutes once Kiefer Sutherland
appeared on screen, and at that point | was
inclined to think that Crane would give Taking
Lives no more than half a Crane.

PLAYING BY HEART

A to-die-for cast that includes Sean Connery,
Gena Rowlands, Gillian Anderson, Jon Stewart,
Angelina Jolie, Ryan Phillippe, Jay Mohr, Ellen
Burstyn, Dennis Quaid, and Madeleine Stowe
could not save this small independent film from
Crane’s prickly invectives. When the credits
started to roll, Crane wrested the TiVo remote
from my hand with an exasperated grimace
and a complete absence of words. Even so,
by my estimation, his demeanor suggested
disappointment rather than bona fide distaste.

THE THIRD MAN

Although more than half a century has passed
since the release of Carol Reed’s cinematic
masterpiece, The Third Man stands as a model
of suspense and a touchstone for contemporary
filmmakers. Set and filmed in a battered post-
war Vienna, it features impeccable performances
by Joseph Cotten and Orson Welles as well as a
haunting zither score courtesy of Anton Karas.

N
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Fun FO0Od Facts

50% of residents eat pasta for breakfast

residents

50% of residents eat pork chops 50% of the time

-

residents time

Source: Gallup

Crane was three sheets to the wind by the
time we started the DVD, but | was able to infer
from his still expression and his lack of slumber
that he enjoyed the subtle use of oblique camera
angles and Welles’s renowned cuckoo-clock
speech. The annoyed glances he gave in
response to my nearly incessant drunken com-
mentary led me to conclude that the movie had
successfully captured his full interest and that
he would likely bestow The Third Man with
four Cranes, the highest possible rating | am
allowed to imagine that he would give to a movie.

LAST 15 MINUTES OF THE STUPIDS
Crane was doing some late-night channel-
surfing and caught the tail end of this Tom
Arnold vehicle on Encore Wam. To my dismay,
I could hear his misplaced chuckles from the
next room.

THE CITY OF LOST CHILDREN

Take the visionary French directors behind
the fiercely original and otherworldly
Delicatessen, add the music of Angelo
Badalamenti and the costume design of
Jean-Paul Gaultier, and what you get is a film
nothing short of Cranetastic. No quesadilla or
pee breaks during this sensory tour de force.

THE JIMMY SHOW
Written by, directed by, and starring Frank
Whaley, The Jimmy Show chronicles the grad-
ual unraveling of a dimwitted grocery clerk’s
already threadbare life.

The wholly unlikeable title character,
Jimmy O’Brien, fancies himself a stand-up
comic, religiously participating in the weekly
open-mic night at a local comedy club. Sadly
his routine amounts to little more than a
bitter exercise in self-flagellation and a litany of
complaints against those closest to him born out
of an undue sense of entitlement. The story
focuses on Jimmy’s activities outside the comedy
club, but the narrative is punctuated by brief
glimpses of Jimmy performing his so-called
stand-up material on stage—a conceit that
avails the audience with regular installments of
his shallow commentary on the ever-worsening
events in his life. Thus the movie in toto con-
sists of scenes in which we see Jimmy’s life
falling apart and scenes in which we see Jimmy
talk about his life falling apart presented together
in alternating fashion. It is a cinematic parfait of
the dismal and the awful.

When we finished watching this movie,
Crane immediately deleted it from the TiVo in
disgust, and the act was so satisfying that he
expressed a desire to record the movie again
just so he could delete it again.

This is the movie that inspired Crane to pose
an official challenge to see which of us could
record the worst movie. Crane remains the
reigning champion.

No Cranes

Chris Crane is a discerning film aficionado, and
Eugene Park is a careful observer of human
behavior. The reviews featured here are based
on Eugene’s speculation on Chris’s opinions
and may or may not accurately represent
Chris’s true tastes and preferences.

Overheard in the Apariment

ROBERT TOWNSEND IS BASICALLY A WHITE GUY

(watching the 1991 HBO special Robert Townsend & His Partners in

Crime) Early hip-hop is so boring. It's just a beat and repetitive lyrics—

Eugene:

Chris: (laughs) Yeah.

Eugene: —uwith some black guy who thinks he’s a white guy.
Chris: What?

Eugene: Robert Townsend is basically a white guy.

Chris: You should write that down.

Eugene: Really?

Chris:

You should write it down so you can read what you're saying.
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