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T
his S

hirt A
gain?

W
hat goes around com

es around in the w
orld of

fashion

L
ike the stock m

arket, fashion is cyclical.
A

desirable asset now
 m

ay endure a
bearish period later, possibly one that
com

es on the heels of a rather sudden
“correction” thrusting it abruptly out of
popular favor. B

ut before you forsake 
your lot of has-beens for their au courant
counterparts, rem

em
ber this sim

ple truism
:

today’s passé is tom
orrow

’s retro vogue.

W
ith this principle in m

ind, fashion iconoclast
C

hris C
rane

regularly challenges received
w

isdom
 regarding sartorial term

 lim
its. Every

m
orning, rather than brow

se through his
closet of as-yet-unw

orn garm
ents, C

rane
looks to the pile of clothing on the floor for
his day’s attire. From

 there he routinely
retrieves w

hat has becom
e his second skin:

a “R
ats O

ff to Ya!” T-shirt depicting a
hand-draw

n anthropom
orphic rat cordially

doffing his hat to the observer.

“W
hat w

orks on Tuesday w
ill w

ork on
W

ednesday,” said C
rane. “W

ho’s to say
w

hat shirt should be on w
hom

 on w
hat

days? W
ell, Ido. O

n m
e. A

ny w
hich day.”

Like a W
arhol w

ith im
ages or a M

oby w
ith

hypnotic dow
n-tem

po beats, C
rane em

ploys
repetition liberally but not w

ithout scrupulous
calculation. “E

very m
orning I’m

 like a m
ad

D
anish prince,” C

rane laughed. “H
esitation.

D
eliberation. It’s a w

hole process.”

The process in question involves a rigorous
sm

ell-check of the R
O

TY
shirt and a fore-

cast of the people he m
ay interact w

ith
later in the day. Treatm

ent w
ith deodorant

spray is an optional step, one that can
boost the shirt’s chances of passing the
odor test. The shirtis exam

ined for egre-
gious stains; inconspicuous blem

ishes are
scrubbed lightly w

ith a touch of saliva and
a fingernail.

U
ltim

ately the step m
ost critical to the 

procedure is introspection. Is today a “R
ats

O
ff to Ya” sort of day? “Som

etim
es it’s not,”

said C
rane. “B

ut usually, yeah—
it is.”

W
ho w

as that seen w
alking around the kitchen

last m
onth in a pair of plaid boxers? That w

as
Eugene Park

of E
ugene’s bedroom

, located in
the heart of the fashionable w

est side of the
apartm

ent.

R
arely has preparing a m

orning pot of coffee
occasioned such a distinctive expression of 
sim

ple chic. B
y com

bining m
odest elem

ents to
form

 a stylized ensem
ble, he

takes underw
ear to ready-

to-w
ear w

ith an enviable
air of nonchalance.

K
itchen C

outure

O
n E

ugene

Jockey
classic boxers, $17

A
chew

ood
“G

ood W
ith

C
om

puters” T-S
hirt, $18

B
arbasolshaving cream

, $1
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T
he controversy over a seem

ingly useless
light sw

itch has finally been resolved after
m

onths of dispute and conjecture.
R

esidents and visitors alike have long 
debated w

hether the light sw
itch served som

e
purpose, electrical or otherw

ise, or w
hether the

sw
itch w

as the unintended by-product of a
drunken contractor’s job gone aw

ry.
“In the beginning I thought it had to have

been put there for a reason,” said form
er resident

B
rian K

um
nick, w

ho had initially believed that
the sw

itch controlled the gas fireplace situated
im

m
ediately to its left. “But I later concluded that

there’s no point to it. It’s entirely m
eaningless.”

O
thers found the idea of a pointless light

sw
itch too unsettling to accept. M

ax H
eilbron,

a regular visitor to the apartm
ent, insisted that

the light sw
itch m

ust have been designed and
created by an intelligent being w

ith an explicit
purpose in m

ind.
“There ain’t no w

ay a light sw
itch just

com
es along by som

e kind of funny accident,”
said H

eilbron w
ith an uncharacteristic Southern

draw
l. “Folks, that’s just a fancy new

 flavor for
your granpappy’s poppycock.”

The light sw
itch, located in the living room

on the w
estern end of the northern w

all, had
been flipped to the on—

as w
ell as off—

position m
any tim

es w
ith no discernible change

in the apartm
ent w

hatsoever.

“It w
as as though the light sw

itch defied the
conventional rules regarding cause and effect,”
said Eugene Park, a current resident of the
apartm

ent. “‘Is this som
e sort of quantum

 light
sw

itch?’I w
ould frequently ask m

yself and, less
frequently, ask others. ‘D

oes it turn on a bizarro
lam

p in som
e parallel bizarro universe w

here a
bizarro version of m

e is enjoying the notably
unbizarre illum

ination it provides?’”
Speculation on the nature and function of

the light sw
itch ended w

hen fellow
 resident

C
hris C

rane realized that the m
ystery sw

itch
operated an outdoor light located above the
door to the fire escape. H

e m
ade the discovery

late one night w
hen eating a quesadilla on the

fire escape w
hile sim

ultaneously looking up.
C

rane, 26, rem
ained m

odest about his find.
“It w

as just a lucky accident,” said C
rane. “Like

w
ith penicillin. This is a lot like discovering

penicillin.”
B

oth C
rane and Park had been out on the

fire escape countless tim
es before one of them

noticed the outdoor light.
“It took us fifteen m

onths,” C
rane beam

ed,
“but w

e can finally put this m
ystery out to stud.”

LA
R

A
 FLY

N
N

 B
O

Y
LE

 IS
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 B
O

N
Y

 P
IE

C
E

 O
F

S
H

IT

Eugene:
Lara Flynn B

oyle has turned into kind of a bony piece of shit.
C

hris:
(surprised)I can’t im

agine you saying “fatpiece of shit.”
Eugene:

S
he’s the thin equivalent of a fat piece of shit.

C
hris:

W
hat?

Eugene:
You don’t agree?

C
hris:

I don’t even know
 how

 to agree w
ith that.

O
ve

rh
e

a
rd

 in
 th

e
 A

p
a

rtm
e

n
t

Light-S
w

itch M
ystery S

olved

“
It w

as as though the light sw
itch defied 

the conventional rules regarding cause 
and effect.”
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pe

ni
ng

 o
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 c
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pr
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st
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ep
en

de
nt

 p
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ke
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m
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ffe
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en
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hi
le

 th
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ro

om
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 th
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en

et
ic

 c
en

te
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pa
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en

t n
ig

ht
lif
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 T

ho
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 lo
ok

in
g 

fo
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so
m
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gi
on

al
 c

ol
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 m
ay

 w
an

t t
o 

ex
pl
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th
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tw
o 

ba
th

ro
om

s, 
kn

ow
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to
 lo

ca
ls

 a
s 

B
at

hr
oo

m
to

w
n 

an
d 

Li
ttl

e 
B

at
hr

oo
m

, w
hi

ch
 p

ro
vi

de
 a

re
fr

es
hi

ng
 c

ha
ng

e 
of

 p
ac

e 
w

ith
 a

rt,
 fo

od
, a

nd
 a

ct
iv

iti
es

 n
ot

 fo
un

d 
in

 
th

e 
ap

ar
tm

en
t’s

 c
ul

tu
ra

l m
ai

ns
tre

am
.

Th
e 

ap
ar

tm
en

t h
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 s
o 

m
uc

h 
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vi

si
to
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 c

an
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he
lp
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f c

ou
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an
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 d
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ha
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l c
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 d
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 c
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 b
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rra
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r c
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 c
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 c
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 C
hr

is
 C

ra
ne

.



D
ecem

ber 2005
•

1355 V
alencia A

partm
ent 6 N

ew
sletter

5

A
R

T
S

&
 E

N
T

E
R

T
A

IN
M

E
N

T

TA
K

IN
G

 LIVES
In this H

ollyw
ood thriller, A

ngelina Jolie is an
FB

I profiler on loan to the M
ontreal police

departm
ent w

ho is assigned to track dow
n a

serial killer. I could tell C
rane had lost interest

in the m
ovie w

hen he got up to m
ake a que-

sadilla for the second tim
e. H

e left the room
 for

a good tw
enty m

inutes once K
iefer Sutherland

appeared on screen, and at that point I w
as

inclined to think that C
rane w

ould give Taking
Lives

no m
ore than half a C

rane.

PLAYIN
G

 B
Y

H
EA

R
T

A
to-die-for cast that includes Sean C

onnery,
G

ena
R

ow
lands, G

illian A
nderson, Jon Stew

art,
A

ngelina Jolie, Ryan Phillippe, Jay M
ohr, Ellen

B
urstyn, D

ennis Q
uaid, and M

adeleine
Stow

e
could not save this sm

all independent film
 from

C
rane’s prickly invectives. W

hen the credits
started to roll, C

rane w
rested the TiVo rem

ote
from

 m
y hand w

ith an exasperated grim
ace 

and a com
plete absence of w

ords. Even so, 
by m

y estim
ation, his dem

eanor suggested 
disappointm

ent rather than bona fide distaste.

TH
E TH

IR
D

 M
A

N
A

lthough m
ore than half a century has passed

since the release of C
arol R

eed’s cinem
atic

m
asterpiece, The Third M

an
stands as a m

odel
of suspense and a touchstone for contem

porary
film

m
akers. Set and film

ed in a battered post-
w

ar Vienna, it features im
peccable perform

ances
by Joseph C

otten and O
rson W

elles as w
ell as a

haunting zither score courtesy of A
nton K

aras.

C
rane w

as three sheets to the w
ind by the

tim
e w

e started the D
V

D
, but I w

as able to infer
from

 his still expression and his lack of slum
ber

that he enjoyed the subtle use of oblique cam
era

angles and W
elles’s renow

ned cuckoo-clock
speech. The annoyed glances he gave in
response to m

y nearly incessant drunken com
-

m
entary led m

e to conclude that the m
ovie had

successfully captured his full interest and that
he w

ould likely bestow
 The Third M

an
w

ith
four C

ranes, the highest possible rating I am
allow

ed to im
agine that he w

ould give to a m
ovie.

LA
ST 15 M

IN
U

TES O
F TH

E STU
PID

S
C

rane w
as doing som

e late-night channel-
surfing and caught the tail end of this Tom
A

rnold vehicle on Encore W
am

. To m
y dism

ay,
I could hear his m

isplaced chuckles from
 the

next room
.

TH
E C

ITY
O

F LO
ST C

H
ILD

R
EN

Take the visionary
French directors behind 

the 
fiercely 

original 
and 

otherw
orldly

D
elicatessen,

add 
the 

m
usic 

of 
A

ngelo
B

adalam
enti 

and 
the 

costum
e 

design 
of 

Jean-Paul G
aultier, and w

hat you get is a film
nothing

short of C
ranetastic.N

o quesadilla or
pee breaks during this sensory tour de force.

TH
E JIM

M
Y

SH
O

W
W

ritten by, directed by, and starring Frank
W

haley, The Jim
m

y Show
chronicles the grad-

ual unraveling of a dim
w

itted grocery clerk’s
already threadbare life.

The 
w

holly 
unlikeable 

title 
character,

Jim
m

y O
’B

rien, fancies him
self a stand-up

com
ic, religiously participating in the w

eekly
open-m

ic night at a local com
edy club. Sadly

his routine am
ounts to little m

ore than a 
bitter exercise in self-flagellation and a litany of
com

plaints against those closest to him
 born out

of an undue sense of entitlem
ent. The story

focuses on Jim
m

y’s activities outside the com
edy

club, but the narrative is punctuated by brief
glim

pses of Jim
m

y perform
ing his so-called

stand-up m
aterial on stage—

a conceit that
avails the audience w

ith regular installm
ents of

his shallow
 com

m
entary on the ever-w

orsening
events in his life. Thus the m

ovie in toto
con-

sists of scenes in w
hich w

e see Jim
m

y’s life
falling apart and scenes in w

hich w
e see Jim

m
y

talk
about his life falling apart presented together

in alternating fashion. It is a cinem
atic parfait of

the dism
al and the aw

ful.
W

hen w
e finished w

atching this m
ovie,

C
rane im

m
ediately deleted it from

 the TiVo in
disgust, and the act w

as so satisfying that he
expressed a desire to record the m

ovie again
just so he could delete it again.

This is the m
ovie that inspired C

rane to pose
an official challenge to see w

hich of us could
record the w

orst m
ovie. C

rane rem
ains the

reigning cham
pion.

N
o C

ranes

C
hris C

rane is a discerning film
 aficionado, and

Eugene Park is a careful observer of hum
an

behavior. The review
s featured here are based

on Eugene’s speculation on C
hris’s opinions

and m
ay or m

ay not accurately represent
C

hris’s true tastes and preferences.

C
hris C

rane’s Film
 C

orner
B

y E
ugene P

ark

R
O

B
E

R
T

 TO
W

N
S

E
N

D
 IS

 B
A

S
IC

A
LLY

 A
 W

H
IT

E
 G

U
Y

Eugene:
(w

atching the 1991 H
B

O
 special R

obert Tow
nsend &

 H
is P

artners in
C

rim
e)E

arly hip-hop is so boring. It’s just a beat and repetitive lyrics—
C

hris:
(laughs)Yeah.

Eugene:
—

w
ith som

e black guy w
ho thinks he’s a w

hite guy.
C

hris:
W

hat?
Eugene:

R
obert Tow

nsend is basically a w
hite guy.

C
hris:

You should w
rite that dow

n.
Eugene:

R
eally?

C
hris:

You should w
rite it dow

n so you can read w
hat you’re saying.

O
ve

rh
e

a
rd

 in
 th

e
 A

p
a

rtm
e

n
t

50%
 of residents eat pasta for breakfast

50%
 of residents eat pork chops 50%

 of the tim
e

residents
tim

e

residents

Source:G
allup

F
un F

ood
 F

act
s

It did not take long for Saxon to corroborate
C

rane and Park’s results.
Im

m
ediately after arriving at the residence

w
ith a case of Tecate, Saxon found that none of

the tw
enty-four beers w

ere ever sufficiently
close to him

 throughout his stay at the apartm
ent

unless som
eone other than him

self w
ent to the

refrigeratorand delivered one to him
.

“Too far aw
ay indeed,” said Saxon. “There’s

som
ething about this place that seem

s to distend
space itself.”

O
nce 

fully 
aw

are 
of 

the 
idiosyncratic 

properties their apartm
ent possessed, the residents

resolved to curb the frequent w
hining that 

each em
ployed to coax the other into fetching

far-off things for him
. In addition, the tw

o

decided to utilize their new
found insight to

shed light on som
e past experiences that they

m
ay have m

isinterpreted.
C

rane recalled various incidents in w
hich he

developed an urge to urinate w
hile w

atching TV
but resisted the im

pulse because he perceived the
distance to the bathroom

 to be “disproportionate
to the urgency of the situation” and therefore
“not w

orth trekking over.”
“I used to think that m

aybe I
w

as being a tad lazy,” said C
rane.

“B
ut now

 I know
 better.”

Park also w
axed stoic after reflecting on his

tenancy in the apartm
ent.

“Like m
ost people m

y age, I’ve got hopes
and aspirations for m

y life, both personal and
professional,”

said Park. “B
ut since I’ve m

oved
into this apartm

ent, m
y dream

s seem
 farther

aw
ay than ever. Iguess now

 Iknow
 w

hy.”
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H
ello again, raver-
faves! 

It’s 
that

tim
e again. H

a ha, you
know

 
how

 
I 

rave.
W

here w
as I? O

h yeah,
I w

as just about to do
you all a favor and
hook you up w

ith a
dose of that rave/fave
flavor! That’s right, it’s
tim

e for m
e to let you

shitheads [ O
M

IT]know
 w

hat’s ravin’and favin’
in this part of the 94110!

H
ere are som

e item
s sent in by all y’all

readerz, random
ly selected and analyzed for

rave-osity and fave-itude…

1. R
AVE O

R
 FAVE: C

EN
SO

R
SH

IP
W

hat? You know
 it’s all about freedom

 of
speech in the thirteen fizzy-fizz! To all you
governm

ent potato-partners [?]out there w
ho

w
ant to silence the faves by ravin’

on the
favem

eister, I say, “R
ave M

y Lips: N
o R

avin’
M

y Faves!” [N
O

T
SU

R
E

W
H

AT
TH

IS
M

EA
N

S]

2. R
AVE O

R
 FAVE: B

O
SSES

B
osses? H

ow
 am

 I supposed to rave m
y

faves w
ith topics like this? C’m

on, kids: m
ore

favin’the faves, less ravin’your raves [PLEA
SE

C
LA

R
IFY ]. You know

 w
hat I think of bosses,

dogg: no faves no raves! [W
H

AT
D

O
Y

O
U

M
EA

N
B

Y
TH

IS
C

H
A

D
D]

C
hris and Eugene can rave

m
y faves! [ O

K
SEE

U
S

IN
O

U
R

O
FFIC

E
C

H
A

D
D]

E
veryone’s Favorite Fave-R

aver C
h

a
d

d
R

ates and R
anks the N

ew
est Favorites

B
y C

h
a

d
d

E
D

ITO
R

’S N
O

T
E

:D
ue to the fact that

C
hadd has failed once again to produce

a “R
aves and Faves” feature in w

hich
the point of the feature is at all dis-
cernible, this colum

n has been suspended
indefinitely. 

A
s for C

hadd, his behavior of late
has been entirely unacceptable. O

ver
the past few

 w
eeks, C

hadd has consis-
tently and repeatedly dem

onstrated his
contem

pt for any and all authority. O
n

num
erous occasions he has even gone

so far as to invite us and others to “rave
his faves,” often accom

panying this
suggestion w

ith an outthrust pelvis and
a lew

d joggling designed to elim
inate

any confusion regarding the identity of
the “faves” in question.

Things really cam
e to a head last

w
eek w

hen he m
ade photocopies of his

so-called faves and passed them
 out to

the entire staff. B
efore doing so, he

w
rote the w

ord “R
ave” on one fave and

“These” on the other. It really becam
e a

problem
atic w

ork environm
ent, and the

decision to let C
hadd go w

as the only
sensible thing to do.

A
ll of us here at 1355 Valencia

A
partm

ent 6 w
ould just like to put this

behind us, and forget about C
hadd and

his aw
ful, hairy faves.

that w
ill likely end the follow

ing w
eek w

hen
the fun of a w

eek earlier is just a m
em

ory.
The 

residents 
have 

founded 
and 

then 
joined over thirty-tw

o clubs in recent m
onths,

including the C
lassic M

ovie C
lub and the H

ip
R

ectangular Eyeglasses C
ollective. M

ost of the
clubs established by the residents have a 
w

idespread appeal capable of w
ooing both

C
rane and Park into their folds.

“Eugene and I have co-founded a num
ber of

apartm
ent organizations,” said C

rane. “A
nd I’m

proud to say, as co-president of m
any of 

those groups, that m
ore than half of them

 boast 
m

em
berships that include one hundred percent

of the inhabitants of 1355 Valencia A
partm

ent 6.”
W

hile it m
ay seem

 that there is a club for
every interest, som

e in the apartm
ent com

plain
that 

certain 
desirable 

groups 
have 

gone
unform

ed. N
otably there is no club to m

eet to
talk about basic things such as w

ho is supposed
to take out the trash. 

“W
e do have an organization in charge of

cleaning the house in general,” said C
rane.

“B
ut Eugene’s the only m

em
ber. C

hum
p.”

Eric Saxon contributed to this article.

C
lubs

(continued from
 page 1)

Too Far A
w

ay
(continued from

 page 1)

C
A

N
 YO

U
 H

A
N

D
 M

E TH
AT?

R
esidents and guests of the apartm

ent
notice that m

obile phones and cans of Tecate are am
ong the

item
s that can be out of reach at tim

es.




